RANA SULTANJI CAPTURES VERAWAL

principal officers of the Arab and Sindhi troops in the
Nawab's employ now endeavoured to become independent.
The Nawab, however, managed to expel them from Juna-
gadh, when they immediately went to Wanthali, where
they were able to defend themselves in strength. All
efforts of the Nawab to dislodge them failed, and he then
endeavoured to obtain help from Rana Sultanji, but
without avail. Seeing now something of his folly in
murdering his Minister and driving out his family, he
made overtures to Amarji's brother Dullabhji and his son
Raghunathji to return to his service, which they consented
to do, and shortly afterwards the rebellious Arabs and
Sindhis returned to their allegiance.

In A.D. 1787 the Jagirdar of Chorwad, Sanghji Raizadah,
was killed in a battle with Aliya Hathi of Malia. Rana
Sultanji, who had transferred his headquarters perma-
nently to Porbandar from Chhaya in A.D* 1785, now
claimed relationship with the dead chief, and gained
possession of Chorwad on agreeing to pay the demands
of the troops who had fought against Malia. Seeing
Verawal now practically undefended, the Rana in A.D.
1788 made a night-march from Chorwad and surprised
and captured the fort. He now made the mistake of
quarrelling with the Sheikh of Mangrol, and when the
Nawab, accompanied by Dullabhji and Raghunathji,
marched to recapture Chorwad, the Sheikh was also
against him. The Rana's forces under Ibrahim Khan
made a gallant stand, but they were not sufficiently strong
to withstand the attack for long, and were finally obliged
to surrender after Ibrahim Khan had been killed.

The Nawab now marched on Verawal, which he found
strongly fortified to resist him. A counter-attack by the
garrison was repulsed, but the besieging force were unable
to make any headway. Eventually two men, Ali Khan
Ataji and Hansoji, turned traitor within the fort, and on
a dark night admitted the Nawab's army through a
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